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CEQA Findings and 
Statement ofOverriding Considerations 

indicating the amoun~ of groundwater used in Los Angeles County and the 

spe~ifilC lan1d updonI WhiCdh tfhfathgroNundwhalatleRTwashhsisto~CfiallpYIUSed: fo~ inigation. For 
agncu tura 1an ocate ° t e ew anc peclIc an site In Los Angeles 
County, at the time agricultural groundwater is transferred from agricultural uses 
on that land to Specific Plan uses, The Newhall Land and Farming Company, or 
its assignee, shall provide a verified statement to the County's Department of 

. Regional Planning that Alluvial aquifer water rights on that land will now be used 
to meet Specific Plan demand. 

4.11-16	 The agricultural groundwater used to meet the needs of the Specific Plan shall 
meet the drinking water quality standards required under Title 22 prior to use. 

4.11-17	 In conjunction with each project-specific subdivision map for the Newhall Ranch 
Specific Plan, the County shall require the applicant of that map to cause to be 
prepared a supplemental or subsequent Environmental hnpact Report, as 
appropriate, pursuant to CEQA requirements. By imposing this EIR requirement 
on each Newhall Ranch tentative subdivision map application allowing 
construction, the County will ensure that, among other things, the water needed 
for each proposed subdivision is confinned as part of the County's subdivision 
map application process. This mitigation requirement shall be read and applied in 
combination with the requirements set forth in revised Mitigation Measure 4.11-6. 

4.11-18	 The storage capacity purchased in the Semitropic Groundwater Banking Project 
by the Newhall RaI)ch Specific Plan applicant shall be used in conjunction with 
the provision of water to the Newhall Ranch Specific Plan. The applicant, or 
entity responsible for storing Newhall Ranch water in this groundwater bank, 
shall prepare an annual status report indicating the amount of water placed in 
storage in the groundwater bank. This report shall be made available annually 
and used by Los Angeles County in its decision-making processes relating to 
build-out of the Newhall Ranch Specific Plan. 

4.11-19	 A Memorandum of Understanding (MOD) and Water Resource Monitoring 
Program has been entered into between United Water Conservation District and 
the Upper Basin Water Purveyors, effective August 20, 2001.2 The MOUlWater 
Resource Moriitoring Program, when executed, will put in place a joint water 
resource monitoring program that will be an effective regional water management 
tool for both the Upper and Lower Santa Clara River areas as further infonnation 
is developed, consistent with the MOU. This monitoring program will result in a 
database addressing water usage in the Saugus and Alluvium aquifers over 
various representative water cycles. The parties to the MOU intend to utilize this 
database to further identify suIface water and groundwater impacts on the Santa 
Clara River Valley. The applicant, or its designee, shall cooperate in good faith 

See, Appendix F to Final Additional Analysis [Memorandum of Understanding Between the Santa Clara River 
Valley Upper Basin Water Purveyors and United Water Conservation District, dated August 2001). 
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':.-::.; -'. Findings and 
Sratement ofO\'err:.,·' . Considerations 

the 35-year option period, if exercised, then the applicant, or its designee, must 
obtain CLWA's written concurrence and that concurrence must include findings 
to the effect that other equivalent water supplies are available at a comparable 
cost and that non-extension or cancellation of the agreement will not impact the 
water supplies of Newhall Ranch and the rest of the Santa Clarita Valley. 

4.11-21. The applicant, in coordination with RWQCB staff, shall select a representative 
location upstream and downstream of the Newhall Ranch Specific Plan and 
sample surface and groundwater quality. Sampling from these two locations 
would begin upon approval of the first subdivision map and,be provided annually 
to the RWQCB and County for the purpose of monitoring water quality impacts 
of the Specific Plan over time. If the sampling data results in the identification of 
significant new or additional water quality impacts resulting from the Specific 
Plan, which were not preViously known or identified, additional mitigation shall 
be required at the subdivision map level. 

4.11-22 Beginning with the filing of the first subdivision map allowing construction on the 
Specific Plan site and with the filing of each subsequent subdivision map allowing 
construction, the Specific Plan applicant, or its designee, shall proVide 
documentation to the County of Los Angeles identifying the specific portion(s) of· 
irrigated farmland in the County of Los Angeles proposed to be retired from 
irrigated production to make agricultural water available to serve the subdivision. 
As a condition of subdivision approval, the applicant or its designee, shall provide 
proof to the County that the agricultural land has been retired prior to issuance of 
building permits for the subdivision. 
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\ In summary, the Board of Supervisors finds that adequate water supplies are available for 

build-out of the Newhall Ranch Specific Plan and that the proposed Saugus Groundwater 
BankinglASR program is feasible. In addition, the Specific Plan can be provided with water 

.supplies without creating significant water-related impacts onsite, in the Santa Clarita Valley and 
downstream in Ventura County. As a result of the infonnation contained in the RevisedDraft 
Additional Analysis, the Final Additional Analysis, the mitigation measures identified above, 
and the Newhall Ranch record of proceedings, the Board finds that the magnitude of all water­
related impacts are considered to be less than significant. Based on these findings and the 
infonnation presented, the Board further finds that the Newhall Ranch Specific Plan is consistent 
with the County's General Plan DMS requirements, as they relate to water supplies. 

Because the Specific Plan applicant has secured water supplies that more than meet the 
water demands of the Specific Plan, implementation of the Specific Plan will not co~tribute to a 
decline in regional water supplies; therefore, implementation of the .Specific Plan will not result 
in a significant cumulative water availability impact. In addition, cumulative water supplies 
exceed cumulative water demand; therefore, cumulative development (including the proposed 
Newhall Ranch Specific Plan) would not result in unavoidable significant cumulative impacts on 
Santa Clarita Valley water resources. As a result, cumulative mitigation measures are not 
required. However, to ensure sufficlent long-term water supplies for all cumulative development 
(including the proposed Specific Plan), the County's General Plan Development Monitoring 
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